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The Bureau is indebted to Mr. Robert Morton, Agent in charge of the 
Oregon Short Line Station at Modena, for his active interest in this 
matter. 

We commend the study of the subject and the study of 
Mallet’s work to those who are planning houses, structures, 
and other buildings in this country. Our earthquakes are 
comparatively slight, but still they ought to be considered in 
every plan for the erection of reliable structures.-C. A.  
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SIGNS AND WEATHER. 

The following extract is from the editorial page of the Ithaca, 
N.Y., Herald for November 1.5,1901, under the above heading : 

The Weather Bureau has predicted a hard winter, and the resent 
early snowfall would indicate that the prediction is to be fulfille!. But 
lake sailors recall a winter several years ago when the Bureau predicted 
severe weather that did not materialize, and they declare that certain 
signs and omens show that the winter is to be a mild one. 

It is not understood how the editor above quoted could 
have been so completely misled 8;s to the purpose and work of 
the United States Weather Bureau. 

It has never yet attempted to forecast the weather for a 
season in advauce, and does not anticipate doing so in the 
near future. 

Neither is it aware of any other reputable meteorological 
service that is attempting such forecasts. with the possible 
exception of the Indian Meteorological Office, which is inves- 
tigating the relation between the variations in the number of 
sun spots and the occurrence of droughts in India. 

I n  general, seasonal forecasts have been undertaken by 
prophets of the Hicks or Wiggins type only, or by would-be 
scientists who read the weather from the signs of the moon or 
of the stars. Many farmers have professed to be able to fore- 
cast the character of .the coming winter from the thickness of 
the husks on the ears of corn, and hunters make like forecasts 
based upon the character of the breast bone of the goose, and 
the early or late southward migration of birds. 

We have every reason to expect that forecasts of this char- 
acter will continue to be made for many years to come, or at 
least until the public in general has learned to distinguish 
betweeen science and superstition, facts and fancy. 

Meanwhile the Weather Bureau will devota itself to the 
study of meteorology and the laws governing the generatioii 
and propagation of storms. It will endeavor from day to day 
to forecast the probable course of such storms as make their 
appearancd upon the weather map, and to foretell the weather 
changes that will occur in different parte of the country as a 
result of the storm movements. With these daily forecast€ 
we must be content until the science of meteorology is more 
fully developed. 

The intelligent daily press of our land has been of inesti- 
mable value in disseminating the forecasts .of the Bureau 
among the people whom they are intended to benefit. The 
public will be still further its debtor if it will join hands with 
the Weather Bureau in an effort to eradicate from the populax 
mind the many fallacies that have no foundation in fact, but 
are a survival of traditions handed down from some past 
generation when scientific knowledgewas confined to the few.- 
H. H. h7. ---- 

THE EQUINOCTIAL STORM. 

The Salem, Oreg., Statesman, for October 1, 1901, quotef 
the following from the Philadelphia Press: 

As a matter of fact for years all the leading meteorologists in tht 
United States Weather Bureau and out of it, in book, article. lecture 
and government publications, have set out clearly and distinctly tht 
non-existence of any such thing as an e uinoctial storm. Moreover 
they have also explained how, owing to t i e  fact that September is thc 
month of maximum development of the West Indian hurricanes, tht 
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Jelief originated and is from time to time seemingly confirmed by the 
ictual weather facts. 

The Statesman then comments upon this paragraph of the 
Press, as follows: 

There has not been a year since Mount Hood first reared its majestic 
head over its own big empire that has failed to bring a rain storm be- 
Gween the 15th and the 25th of September. * * * This unfailing 
regularity can be none other than the result of equinoctial disturb- 
ances. 

Mr. E. A. Beals, Local Forecast Official a t  Portland, Oreg., 
has prepared the following tables showing the rainfall each 
day from September 15 to October 6, inclusive, for the last 
thirty years-1872 to 1901, inclusive. 
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If we except the 15th, there were ten years when not over 
0.04 inch of rain fell on any one day. 

I f  we compare thie period with the period September 26 to 
October 6, which latter has but seven years with less than 
0.04 inch of rainfall on any one day, we niust admit that there 
is no “unfailing regularity” and that the “result of eyuinoc- 
tial disturbances ” is not  apparent. 

In  other words the annual changes of season are in general 
owing to the movement of the sun north and south, but do 
not have any close connection with the date of solstice or 
equinox-H. H. IC. 

- 

THE NOVEMBER METEORS. 

While meteorology in its broadest seiise includes all phe- 
nomena occurring in the earth’s atmoephere, the study of me- 
teors or shooting stars pertains more particularly to the sci- 
ence of astronomy. No special effort waB therefore made by 
the Weather Bureau to obtain observations of the expected 
November shower of Leonids, further then that existing iu- 
structions require that all meteors observed shall be noted in 
the daily journal. Very interesting special reports mere made, 
however, by the observers a t  Phoenix, Ariz., and Havre, Moat., 
and theee, together with the following extracts from daily 
journals a t  a few other stations, show to what extent the 
Leonids were seeu by Weather Bureau observers. Doubtless, 
many more reports would have been received but for the fact 
that no instructions were issued, and that the principal dis- 
play appears to have occurred between 5 a. m. and 8 a. m. of 
the lSth, just previous to the hour when our morning observ- 
ers go on duty, and about the time day was breaking in the 
eastern part of the United States. 

These reports serve to illustrate the importance of a knowl- 
edge of other branches of science besides meteorology, if our 
observers are to record accurately all that conies under their 
notice. The present course of study outlined by the Chief of 
Bureau for candidates for promotion provides for just this 
kind of general information. 

LEONIDS AT PHOENIX, ARIZ. 

By D. 8. LAXDIE. Observer, Weather Bureau, dated Novenber. 40 , lWl .  

The Leonids observed at  Phoenix, Ariz., showed to a fine advantage 
on the morning of the 15th, owing to a erfectly clear sky. The great- 
est display occurred about 5 a. m., locar time. The showers were not 
constant, but came at intervals of about two minutes. A bevy would 
streak the sky for afew seconds, then the number would dwindleaway 
to a straggling few here and there until another shower would come on. 
Within ten minutes four profuse and distinct showers were noted. 

Twenty Leonids were counted within on0 minute flying over a s ace 
checked off by a house top. The angle of descent seemed to be agent 
forty degrees from the perpendicular. The path of translation wasdue 
northwest. exce t in cases where violent explosion was apparent, mus- 
ing deflection. f n  one instance an explosion was noticed wherein the 
main part of the Leonid was deflected to the southwest, and two zig zag 
lances of yellow flame darted off to the northeast. 

The prevailing color was white. Some were tinged with yellow, a 
few were bluish, and others had tintings of red, both on the head and 
the edges of the wake of light. Most of the bodies showed a brilliant 
white center with purplish bcrders. One very lar e one resembled a 
six-inch globe of cankerous fire with spicules of recfand yellow radiat- 
ing from all points on the surface. 

The path of light behind each body spread out into a feathery fan 
shape, and ex losions were evident in the train of light, for the larger 
yoints would f y  violently into a powdery haze, scintillate in a sort of 
uminous effervescence, and go out. 

The first appearance of a Leonid coming toward you from the south- 
east showed a reddish point of light which quickly merged into a yel- 
low hue. mixed with blue, then flared into an incandescent splendor. 
As the Leonid approached, the point increased rapidly in size, some- 
times& apparently six inches in diameter, then tapered down to pow- 
dery sparks which invariably showed a violet caste before disap earing. 

The sires varied from mere beads of flaring white, with t i i n  iris 
colored threads behind, to globes half a foot in diameter, with explo- 
sive trains of variegated lights hundreds of yards in length. 

The life of some of the larger Leonids was fully five seconds from the 
time of the first point of light to the fading away of the luminous dust 
into darkness. 

It would have been impossible to have counted the number, for they 
rained down from all points of the heavens at  intervals of about two 
minutes apart, and the descent continued until the morning light 
obscured them. 

LEONIDS AT HAVRE, MONT. 
By C. W LINO, Observer Weather Bureau, dated November IS, 1901. 

A beautiful display of Leonids or shooting stars was observed at  thie 
station this morning. When I stepped out of the door at i:30 a. m. 
(seventy-fifth meridian time). I looked up at  the constellation Leo and 
saw four meteors in less than that many seconds. After I had filed 
my morning report I met the night policeman, who was waiting to tell 
me about the unusual number of shooting stars he had seen durin 
the preceding hoiir. I exphinerl to him what they were and showe! 
him the point from which they radiated. We then watched these 
meteors for over half an hour and saw at least a hundred of them. 
Some were of great brilliancy, ant1 some were actually seen to radiate 
directly from the constellation Leo, and all seemed to emerge from 
within the sickle i n  that constellation. At intervals they came into the 
earth’s atmosphere at  the rate of one a second for at least six seconds. 
As long as 8 star could be seen in this constellation these shooting 
stars appeared and continued until the great circle of illumination shut 
off all further view of them. 

Abstracts from Daily Journals of November 15, 1901. ’ 

( t i )  Forth Worth, Tex., John Shiiltz. Observer: Although frequent 
observations were made during the night only a few meteors were 
seen before 5:lO a. m. From that time until 5:5!, 76 were counted; 
from 5%) I O  5:50,60; and from 5:50 to 6:30 only 6 were observed. They 
appeared at irregular intervals, and as there were frequently from 5 
to 10 or more, visible at  a time, it is probahle that a .great man were 
not counted. Many of them were remarkably brilliant and {eauti- 
fully colored. With few exceptions, they all came from a portion of 
the sky embraced within a circle of about Eo in diameter, and the 
center of which was about 4’ above the starRegulus. The ahort paths 
of the meteors was a notable feature of the display; only a few ap- 
peared t,o go over head toward the west-northwest, the remainder 
tlescendi~ig in nearly vertical paths, deflected slightly toward the north 
or south. All of them showed evidence of rapid disintegration; the 
brightest ones left continuous trails, with numerous fragments thrown 
off laterally, but the trails of the fainter ones had a broken or chain- 
l ike a pearatice. 

( b )  h e p e n d e n c e ,  Cal , John McLean, Observer: Meteoric shower 
reported in the northern heavens by Mr. Anton immediately after the 
observer came down from roof platform at about 7:47 a. m. About 
twenty-five meteors were seen moving in different directions. 

( 0 )  Amarillo, Tex., James F. Athertoti, Observer: Moderate shower 
of Leonids observed at  early dawn. 

( d )  Cairo. Ill., Patrick H. Sniyth, Olwrver: Meteor observed at 
7.09 a. m. First seen at an altitude of about SOo, azimuth about 335”; 
course easterly or nearly so. Meteor appeared about the size of the 
morning star, the only star visible at the time.-H. H. K. 

ICE CAVES AND FREEZING WELLS. 

I n  the National Geographic Magazine for December, 1901, 
Vol. SII, p. 433, Mr. W J McGee writes as follows on the 
above subject: 

to be regretted that recent writers :,n ice caves and 
frozen wells%ave not extended observation to the blowing caves,” 
“breathing wells,” and whistling wells” found in various arts of 
this and other countries, and sporadically recorded in ephmerai litera- 
ture; for the physical laws exemplified in these are alike, and pre- 
sumptively connected with those revealed in glacihres and ice wells. 

Now it is evident that when the barometer is high in a region of 
caves or breathing wells, the subterranean chambers or pervious beds 
will gradually fill with the slightly compressed air, and that the pro- 
cess of filling will be accompanied by inspiration, or in-blowing through 
the open mouth; it is equally evident that with the subsequent fall of 
the barometer the imprisoned air will expand and force itself outward 
through t,he mouth of the cavern until the pressure within and witb- 
out is brought into balance. Furthermore it is evident that the air 
expanding in the throat of the orifice will abstract heat from surround- 
ing substances, precisely as it does in the expansion chamber of an at- 
mospheric ice machine, at a rate and to an amount varying with the 

I t  is great1 
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